
 
 

Dear Friends, Families and Staff Members – 
  
As many of you are aware, both the Durham Center and Durham Elementary campuses will be 
included in the improvement work under the recent TTSD school bond. This work includes: 
  

● 15,000 SF Addition to Durham Education Center, including a new office, classrooms, 
commons, covered play area, and MakerSpace. This project is also being designed as “Net 
Zero” energy building, where solar panels will offset the anticipated energy use. 
Groundbreaking: Winter 2018 

● Remodel of Durham Elementary School to create a new main office and secure vestibule 
at the front of the school. The current main office will be converted into a classroom. 
Groundbreaking: Summer 2019 

  
Because our two schools share a common access drive and sidewalk entry from Durham Road, work 
at the neighboring school will impact both of our sites. 
  
To prepare for construction and ensure student safety during this time, we will be implementing 
some transportation changes following Winter Break. This will include an added bus route for 
Durham Elementary to serve families in our current walk area that might otherwise drive and 
employing an additional crossing guard on the access road. 
  
While we recognize there may be some inconvenience while this work occurs, it will be temporary 
and your cooperation and patience will help ensure student safety. We have included a list of 
frequently asked questions with this letter and plan to keep you updated with information on any 
bond website newsletters and future emails. 
  
If you have additional questions, please reach out to us. We are excited for this work to occur and 
for these amazing improvements to our schools. 
  
Thank you for your attention and consideration of these updates. 
  
Rhett Boudreau, Durham Principal & Andy McFarlane, Durham Center Administrator 
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TRANSPORTATION LOGISTICS 

DURHAM ELEMENTARY BUS ROUTE 

 

 
  Location  AM Schedule  PM Schedule 

STOP 1  SW Durham Rd at SW Carol Ann Court  7:43 AM  2:42 PM 

STOP 2  SW Hall Street  at SW Avon Place  7:44 AM  2:44 PM 

STOP 3  SW Langtree Street at SW 84th Avenue  7:45 AM  2:45 PM 

STOP 4  SW Patti Lane at SW 81st Street  7:45 AM  2:45 PM 

STOP 5  SW Bond Street at SW 79th Ave  7:46 AM  2:46 PM 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

DURHAM ELEMENTARY & DURHAM CENTER CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS 
 

Will construction traffic impact pick-up / drop-off of my student? 

Durham Education Center (DEC) construction traffic, including crew arrivals and deliveries, will be focused 
in non-peak hours for Durham Elementary (DUREL)  drop-off. Crews typically arrive at 6 AM.  

Where will Durham Center staff park during construction? How long will the parking lot be unavailable? 

DEC’s parking lot will not be accessible once construction commences in December 2017 as it will be the 
site of the addition and utilized for construction traffic. The new parking lot will not be developed until 
Summer 2018.  

DEC staff will utilize several spaces near the entrance to the DUREL parking lot. Some street parking on 
the access road will also be opened. DEC staff will also be working to coordinate carpooling to minimize 
use of the DUREL’s lot.  

Will my student be able to continue walking to school? 

Yes. Signage will be posted at the appropriate crossing points. And to ensure safe access for our walkers, 
an additional crossing guard will be utilized to ensure safe crossing on the access road. 

Will I be able to continue dropping off/picking up my student at Durham Elementary? 

Yes, however families will need to drive through the DUREL entrance for pick up/drop off. With many cars 
on the access drive, this will help ensure the safety of students.  

How will the additional traffic / back-up of parent traffic on the access drive be managed during construction? 

School buses are the most efficient method to drop-off students. An additional bus route will be added for 
students in the local area that would otherwise walk/be dropped off. 

Parents not wishing to utilize the school bus are encouraged to coordinate carpooling. 

I’m interested in carpooling, is there a way to connect with other parents to coordinate? 

Parents are encouraged to attend PSO meetings or consult with neighbors to find carpooling 
opportunities. 

What safety measures will be in place with construction vehicles and students in close proximity? 

The Construction Team will have a safety plan for management of the site. We will be ensuring that clear 
signage is posted to direct parents and walkers.  
 
The entrance to the construction site will be monitored during the project with all large vehicles utilizing 
“spotters” to ensure the safe entry/exit of vehicles onto the access drive. 
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DURHAM ELEMENTARY CONSTRUCTION 
 

Why isn’t construction at Durham Elementary (DUREL) starting Summer 2018? Wouldn’t it make sense to 
minimize and consolidate the time construction will impact both schools? 

Construction on DUREL has been postponed until Summer 2019 primarily for logistical and safety reasons 
to ensure the smooth function of both schools and successful completion of both construction projects.  
 
This decision weighed a number of factors, including but not limited to: 
 

● Durham Education Center’s (DEC) parking lot will be offline for 14 months so it can be utilized for 
contractor parking, a jobsite trailer and material laydown area. A similar “contractors area” and 
parking will be required  onsite during DUREL’s 5 months of construction.  It would pose undue 
strain on DUREL parking lot to absorb both the staff from DEC and a construction team. 

● Having two contractors on-site  would put additional strain on the access drive and potentially pose 
logistical issues to coordinate deliveries around arrival/departure times. 

● TTSD District and Bond Staff resources to properly oversee and manage both projects occurring at 
once to maintain coordination between the project, student safety and ensure quality control 

 
Construction will similarly be postponed at Mary Woodward and Byrom.  

 

What design work will occur while Durham Elementary is on hold? 

The Design Team led by BORA Architects will be completing construction drawings and permitting 
documents for Durham Elementary this year, along with the other secure vestibule projects at Mary 
Woodward, Byrom and Bridgeport Elementaries. This will ensure all projects are ready to break ground 
well in advance of Summer 2019. 

Why is construction at Bridgeport ES starting this summer? 

Bridgeport Elementary was the recipient of the Oregon State Seismic Rehabilitation Grant Program 
(OSRGP) to complete necessary seismic repairs. This funding comes with stipulations that the work must 
be completed within a year of award. 

 
One consolation to postponing construction is that  Durham Elementary will have an additional 
opportunity to be submitted to the OSRGP, with Mary Woodward and Byrom, as similar upgrades to those 
occurring at Bridgeport are desired.  
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